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tribes have to supplement their resources by raiding
the plains. British as well as Afghan villages are within
raiding distance of the tribal areas. But border crime
is more chronic in India than in Afghanistan. Electrifi-
ed barbed wire is no solution. We must develop the
material resources of the tribes. Progress is hampered by
feuds and lawlessness. A large proportion of tribal
capital is invested in rifles. Much of the land is left
tallow* Improvement in material conditions is un-
questionably an essential element in a policy of peaceful
penetration. The standard of living of the tribes must
be raised. Government must be prepared to spend
money in order to improve the economic prospects of
the tribesmen- It would be better spent in this way
than on a useless campaign. There is scope for the
expansion of agriculture. Loans of money may be
advanced for constructing new fields. Tanks should be
built for the storage of water. Fruits of fine quality may
be grown almost anywhere in the Frontier Hills.
Grapes, apples, peaches, apricots, figs, etc. grow wonder-
fully. The demand for fruit in India is insatiable. The
fruits grown by the Pathan .tribesmen can easily be
marketed in the cities of India. There would be an
equally valuable market for vegetables. Refrigerating
vans are now available on Indian trains. Fruit and
flowers from the Frontier can easily be sent to any part
of India. The preparation of dried fruit can become a
flourishing industry in the border hills. The surplus
energy of the hill population can also be put to other
uses. Technical Schools may be opened for their bene-
fit. -Pathans are intelligent folk. They make good
mechanics and motor drivers. Cottage industries may
be organized on a commercial basis. There are many
places on the Frontier where electric current can be